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Havana, Florida East Bay and Apalachicola Bay are expected to benefit from a comprehensive
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District Governing Board this week approved an $8 million long-term restoration plan prepared by
District staff in collaboration with the Florida Division of Forestry (DOF). The holistic approach is
anticipated to be funded through several different sources including wetland mitigation funds,
special appropriations and state and federal grants.
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that altered ecology and the quantity, quality and timing of surface water discharge to surrounding
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restoration priority site since 1996. The State Forest covers over half of Franklin County and its

restoration will benefit critical aquatic nurseries and offset regional wetland losses through
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development of credits in the Districts regional mitigation plan.
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restoration priorities and to develop well-planned projects to eventually restore the second largest
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The Hydrologic Restoration Plan at www.nwfwmdwetlands.com/index.php?Page=30

recommends specific hydrologic and habitat improvements. It provides guidelines for
environmental monitoring and long-term management of restoration sites. The land is state
owned and managed by DOF, which performs prescribed burns, exotic species control, road and
drainage maintenance. These activities restore and protect ecosystems, produce timber and
provide public recreation.
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lost for a week and snake-bitten while tracking panthers that preyed on his cattle. When found
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From the 1950s to early 1990, large areas of native habitat were converted to pine
plantation. The swamp was gridded with more than 800 miles of roads. Each road dammed sheet
flow and each ditch channeled silty water, with no attenuation, to creeks, rivers, East Bay and
Apalachicola Bay. Aquatic habitats were degraded, titi thickets choked wet savannas due to fire
suppression and wiregrass died.
{AYyO0S GKS 5AaAGNRAOGQa AYAGALIE LI NOSt LIz2NOKI a

(MORE)


http://www.nwfwmdwetlands.com/index.php?Page=30
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pine plantations have been thinned, prescribed burns have been conducted and about 15,000
acres are being restored to natural historical habitat.
District staff created a priority list of restoration areas based on a Geographic Information
System analysis of surface water quality benefits to East Bay and Apalachicola Bay, habitat
restoration priorities and the feasibility of restoration.
Hydrologic restoration designs were based on a review of historical and current aerial
photography, as well as historical and current vegetation conditions. Light Detection and Ranging
(LiDAR) topography data also provided insight about historical surface water drainage patterns.
The restoration plan took into account constraints such as maintaining road access to recreation
sites and ongoing timber harvesting and included existing hydrologic structures.
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improvements include 200 low water crossings, more than 300 culvert improvements, 80
flashboard risers (which help adjust water levels to accommodate forestry activities) and nearly 20
miles of road segment removals. Restoration is expected to be a gradual, adaptive process,
continuing for five to 20 years or longer.
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segment removals, low water crossings and flashboard risers installed towards this end. However,
restoration may take decades to accomplish. | expect improvements to continue long after
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Photos available digitally by emailing Faith.Eidse@nwfwmd.state.fl.us
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Captions:
Restored flows enhance habitat conditions for the rare dwarf pond cypress. (Kathleen Coates
photo)
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Priority restoration areas were selected by impact on East Bay and Apalachicola Bay.

(Kathleen Coates map)
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